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SIR or MADAM: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .97(c), the attorneys for the applicants hereby bring to the attention 
of the Patent and Trademark Office the patents and publications broadly related to the field of the 
invention of the application identified on the accompanying Form PTO/SB/08. A copy of each 
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of the items identified above is submitted with this statement with the exception of United States 
patent documents and items which are marked on Form PTO/SB/08 with an asterisk, copies of 
which will be provided shortly. 

French patent FR 2,650,840 ("the French '840 patent")identified on the accompanying 
Form PTO/SB/08 is provided in English translation only. Published PCT patent application 
WO 91 02087 ("the PCT '087 published application") also identified on Form PTO/SB/08 is in 
French without an English translation. However, the PCT c 087 published application identifies 
on its face as a priority application French patent application 89/10802, which the translation of 
the French '840 patent indicates is the application which matured into the '840 patent. 

The attorneys for the applicants take no position on whether or not any item listed on 
Form PTO SB/08 constitutes prior art against the subject application under any particular 
provision of Title 35 of the United States Code. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97(c) and 1.1 7(p), the official fee for submission of an information 
disclosure statement at this time is estimated to be one hundred eighty dollars ($180.00). A 
check to cover the estimated amount is submitted with this statement in payment for the required 
official fee. Please charge any deficiency in the payment submitted for the required fee, or credit 
any overpayment, to deposit account No. 1 1-0171. 
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